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Sixth Grade Science Class!
Dear students and parents,
Welcome to sixth grade science at North Yarmouth Academy!  The sixth grade science curriculum two important divisions in science:  life science and physical science.  An emphasis will be put on developing scientific habits of mind, curiosity and inquiry into the world around us, utilizing the scientific method to explore questions, and developing sound lab skills to explore and report findings.  Inquiry-based and hands-on activities will help to reinforce concepts learned in class.  We will also participate in a few interdisciplinary units with geography, English, math, and art.
This sheet will explain about our class and give you information on what you need in order to have a successful and enjoyable experience in science this year.  I am so excited to start our science journey together!
Learning Principles in Our Class . . .
· We will all learn from each other.

· A good question is more important to the learning process than a good answer.

· Mistakes are expected and cherished – real learning (which is the emphasis of this class) can only occur through the courage of making mistakes.

· I will ask you “why?”
We Will Learn About . . . 


 
· Intro to Science –scientific observation, nature journaling, scientific method, metric system.
· Chemical Building Blocks – mass, volume, density, states of matter, atoms, elements.
· Physical Science– motion, gravity, forces, Newton’s Laws
· Life Science – cell parts/functions/processes, microinvertebrates, genetics, adaptation, evolution, Africa Project.
Supplies You Will Need EVERY DAY . . . 
· 1 three-ring binder (1-2  inches is fine)

· 5 dividers to be labeled in class

· Science Explorer textbook (current one)
· Loose leaf paper with holes

· Pencils or pens – (pencils are preferred – you must have a writing utensil EVERY DAY!)

· Student planner from NYA
· Optional items include:  portable three hole puncher, erasers, and reinforcements.

Science Notebook . . . 

· Your binder is an essential part of this science class.  You will be required to stay organized and keep all notes, homework, labs, quizzes, and projects in your binder.  DO NOT THROW ANY OF YOUR WORK AWAY!  Periodically through the year, we will take time in class to clean out the binder.
· Binders will be checked and graded at the end of each trimester to make sure they are organized.
Prepared for Class . . . 

· You are expected to be prepared for class every day with the items on the supplies list.  If you are consistently unprepared for class, you will earn a “science” detention where you will clean up the science lab after school.
Homework . . . 
· Homework is graded on the following 5 point scale.

5 – Work is above and beyond expectations of assignment.  Student followed all directions.  

4 – Work meets expectations of assignment.  Student followed most directions.   

3 – Work meets some expectations of assignment.  Student needs to work on following directions.  

2 – Work meets very little expectations of assignment.  Student did not follow directions.

1 – Work does not meet expectations of assignment.  Student did not follow directions or complete.
0 – Assignment not turned in. 
· Homework is given to help you learn.  It is your responsibility to make up the work you miss if you are absent.  If you forgot to do an assignment, left it home, or decided not to pass it in, you will go to     “7th Period” where you will finish the assignment after school.  If the assignment is turned in the day it is due (even after 7th Period), you will get full credit.  If it is turned in late, you will receive partial credit.  
· September “Grace Period” – If an assignment is not completed on its due date during the month of September, your advisor will be notified, but you do not have to go to 7th Period.  As of October 1, you will be expected to go to 7th Period if you do not complete an assignment.
· All of the homework assignments are posted on the board and also on the class website.  You can reach the website by going to the NYA homepage www.nya.org, clicking on “NYA Now,” then scroll down to “Ms. Barschdorf.”  You can also reach the site directly with the address http://www2.nya.org/dbarschdorf.  The website will be updated at least daily and sometimes weekly.  You might want to “bookmark” the site.  

Your Science Grade . . . 

Quizzes/Projects 
30%


Do Now 


5%


Labs 


30%


Notebook


5%


Homework

25%


Professional Attitude
5%
· Some assignments are graded and some assignments are simply to help prepare you for another assignment.  I expect your best work on all assignments.

Extra Credit Options . . . 
· Finish all regular assignments first!

· Read a science article of your choice, write a half page summary, and then a half page reflection.  It must be typed.  To reflect means to explain what you think is interesting, great, or terrible about the article and why you think that.  You can raise some questions you may have about it or give your opinion about what to do next on the issue.  Please attach the article or a copy of the article to your summary and reflection.

· Watch a scientific educational show or video and write a review (typed).

· Perform a safe, teacher-approved experiment with a written explanation (typed).

· You may choose another extra credit option with teacher approval.
Extra Help . . . 
· If you do not understand something we do in class or on your homework, please ask me for help.  I am available during study halls, after school, and usually before school.  I coach girls soccer in the fall, so please make arrangements for help before or during school in the fall season.  Please do not hesitate to call me at 846-9051 ext. 472 or email me at dbarschdorf@nya.org.  
Students and parents, please sign below to indicate that you understand what is asked in sixth grade science.  You will keep the first sheet in the front of your binder for reference and hand in this sheet with the signatures.  
I look forward to a great year of exciting science experiments and exploring the world around us!









- Danielle Fisher Barschdorf

Student Signature _____________________________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature ______________________________________________________________

Comments/Questions for Ms. Barschdorf:


Ms. Danielle Barschdorf
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846-9051 ext. 472 








